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Excerpts  from  Shorthand  Records  of  Committee  Meetings  of  the  House  of 
Peere  -  73rd  Diet* 


Baron  OKURA  Klnmochl:  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Premier,  hut  he 
la  now  attending  the  plenary  session  and  Is  to  he  hack  later,  ee  I  should 
like  first  to  ask  the  Education  Minister  who  Is  now  attending.  I  have 
about  twelve  queetlons  In  general,  hut  since  all  of  them  do  not  have 
connections  with  each  other,  I  should  like  ts  have  a  reply  after  each 
question.  What  I  wish  to  ask  the  Education  Minister  Is  this.  Recently, 
In  foreign  newspapers,  1  find  various  distasteful  things  written  about 
the  actions  of  the  Japanese  forces  In  the  Hanking  and  Shanghai  areas. 

I  don't  think  that  It  Is  all  true.  I  do  think  that  foreign  newspapers 
write  such  impossible  things  for  the  purpose  of  defaming  Japan.  However, 
I  believe  that  receiving  such  defamation  is  extremely  dlsgracoful  to  the 
Japanese  people.  Sven  if  one  er  two  persons  among  our  loyal  soldiers 
should  commit  wrongful  acts.  It  is  extremely  regrettable.  According 
to  the  general  experience  of  those  of  us  who  have  been  abroad  for  a 
long  time,  we  often  had  to  frown  upon  the  attitudes  of  a  large  number 
'of  Japanese  people  overseas  shewn  towards  the  races  or  peoples  Inferior 
to  them  when  Japan  is  powerful.  In  short,  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent 
the  mistaken  sense  of  superiority  of  the  Japanese  people  has  so  far 
caused  the  world  to  misunderstand  the  righteous  Japanese  assertions  and 
attitudes  both  In  Manchuria  and  in  China.  As  for  the  articles  In  foreign 
newspapers,  I  guess  they  are  written  with  various  Imaginations  based  on 
the  long  standing  actions  of  those  Japanese  people.  Hi  -er,  I  feel 
that  It  Is  not  only  a  small  portion  sf  the  Japanese  forces,  or  of  the 
Japanese  people  who  went  overseas  which  should  be  held  responsible,  but 
rather  that  it  is  the  entire  Japanese  people  who  are  guilty,  and  that 
the  fundamental  idea  of  the  Japanese  people  is  wrong. 


In  order  to  correct  this,  we  must  start  fundamentally  from  the 
point  of  education.  If  at  a  time  such  ae  now,  whon  Japan  is  about  to 
establish  a  continental  policy,  aspiring  to  advance  to  the  continent  to 
become  the  leader  of  the  Asiatic  races,  JapAn  comes  into  contact  with 
the  other  raoes  with  this  false  sense  of  superiority  as  she  has  in  the 
past,  It  Is  dear  that  the  Japanese  will  soon  be  disliked  by  all  the 
people  of  the  world.-  I  regret  very  much  that  the  education  in  the  past 
did  not  consider  this  point  At  all.  .  In  the  future,  I  fuel  that  the 
entire  education,  from  the  time  of  elementary  education,  must  be  based 
somewhat  along  the  lines  of  the  YAMAIO  Spirit  /TH:  Japanese  spirit/  which 
oontends  that  weak  people  must  be  thoroughly  loved  and  protected  and 
strong  villainous  people  must  he  spoosed  completely.  I  feel  that  this  * 
has  been  altogether  lacking  so  far.  Therefore,  I  would  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Education  Minister  as  ts  what  aspirations  he  has  About  this 
matter,  and  as  to  what  kind  of  policy  he  trill  take  in  the  future. 
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whereby  it  is  not  known  when  Chiang  X°.i-shek  will  show  up,  the  other  notable 
of  China  will  never  really  feel  like  establishing  tho  peace  of  the  Orient  in 
cooperation  with  the  Japanese. 

And  we  too  thought  that  they  were  absolutely  right.  .7e,  therefore, 
thought  around  last  fall  that  we  must  absolutely  destroy  Chiang  Kai-shek  now 
that  he  was  in  league  with  the  Communist  Party;  and  also  that  the  government 
was  of  the  same  opinion;  and  that  it  was  guiding  the  people  with  that  view; 
but  suddenly  it  announced  that  it  had  tried  to  compromise  with  Chiang  Xai- 
shek  at  the  suggestion  of  the  German  Ambassador.  In  January,  for  the  first 
time  it  was  announced  that  the  government  will  neither  cooperate  nor  have 
any  dealing  with  the  Chiang  Kai-shek  government  any  more.  This  was  extremely 
incomprehensible  to  us.  .That  was  the  idea  in  responding  to  the  plan?  ffas  it> 
the  idea  that  depending  upon  circumstances  it  would  be  all  right  to  cooperate1 
with  Chiang  Kai-shek  in  tho  future?  .7hat  will  be  the  relations  with  the 
Communist  Party  than,  and  with  tho  other  leaders?  .Thy  did  the  government 
consent  to  the  negotiation  when  it  is  clear  that  Chiang  Kai-shek  who  had 
carried  out  such  education  for  scores  of  years,  does  not  truly  intend  to 
cooperate  with  Japan  in  earnest  ju3t  because  he  became  friendly  suddenly 
after  being  defeated  in  war?  I  should  like  to  hear  what  the  intention  of 
the  government  was  in  the  matter.  This  may  be  answered  either  off  the 
record  or  in  a  secret  session  if  necessary.  I  would  like  to  have  a  clear  ~~"r' 
answer  if  you  please. 

Minister  of  State  (Mr.  HIROTA  Xoki)» 

I  have  just  been  asked  to  state  the  true  circumstances  leading  to  the 
decision,  at  one  time,  to  oommenoe  direct  negotiations  with  tho  Chinese 
National  Government  through  the  intermediation  of  Germany.  I  have  generally 
explained  clearly  on  this  problem  since  the  opening  of  this  Diet  session  in 
my  speeohes  at  the  plenary  mooting,  and  at  the  budget  committee  meetings  of 
tho  House  of  Representatives . 

Sinco  the  very  beginning  of  this  Incidont,  wo  have  idopted  the  policy 
of  local  settlement  and  non-aggravation.  It  goes  without  saying,  however, 
that  in  those  days  we  had  boen  negotiating  constantly  with  the  Chinese  in 
compliance  with  the  policy  of  local  settlement.  But  it  became  impossible 
for  Japan  to  continue  that  policy  of  local  settlement  and  non-aggravation 
because  of  the  subsequent  condition  of  the  Chinese  attitude  which  you  well 
know.  Since  they  were  facing  Japan  with  a  very  strong  anti-Japanese  feeling, 
we  decided  on  a  policy  whereby  we  had  to  necessarily  chastise  them.  Sven 
after  that,  however,  parallel  with  chastisement  by  force  of  arms,  we  were 
constantly  continuing  negotiations  with  the  hope  of  making  them  reflect  over  I 
themselves  as  muoh  as  possible,  if  they  are  to  make  reflections  at  all,  end 
to  make  them  correct  the  extremoly  wrong  ideas  of  Chiang  Xoi-shok  and  of  all 
others  in  the  National  Government,  if  it  was  at  all  possible.  These  nego¬ 
tiations  were  carried  out  by  m:ans  of  contacting  various  nations.  Especially 
in  those  days,  when  the  resolution  of  aiding  China  was  passed  in  the  meeting 
of  the  League  of  Nations  and  when  conference  of  the  Nine  Power  Treaty  was  to 
be  held,  there  was  a  tendency  of  the  Powers  to  jointly  settle  this  incident 


with  their  sympathy  direoted  toward  the  Chinese,  Sven  than,  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  for  Japan  to  accept  the  mediatory  acts  of  the  Powers,  although  Japan 
notified  those  Powers,  especially  Germany  and  Italy  respectively,  of  Japan's 
preparedness  for  negotiating  with  China  if  China  made  reflections  and  re¬ 
quested  a  direot  negotiation  for  peace  with  Japan. . 

Various  nations  informed  Japan  of  China* s  attitude,  but  it  was  as  strong 
as  ever*  China  had  been  strongly  stating  that  she  would  never  independently 
negotiate  with  Japan  for  the  purpose  of  settling  this  Incident*  Naturally 
she  stated  this  in  the  conference  of  the  Nine  Power  Treaty. 

Then  later,  the  Germans  made  a  proposal  to  us  to  the  effeot  that  the 
Chinese  intention  of  entering  into  direct  negotiations  with  Japan  seemed 
fairly  intense,  and  that  the  Chinese  had  heard  that  Japan  would  acoept  it 
in  that  oasp,  but  wished  to  obtain  Japan's  view  as  to  the  attitude  which  the 
Chinese  must  have.  So  we  decided  upon  the  four  basic  conditions  as  I  have 
fully  announced  in  the  Diet,  Then  we  answered  the  Germans  that  besides  these 
four  conditions  Chiang  Kai-shek  would  have  to  put  an  actual  end  to  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  being  cooperative  ’with  the  Communist  Party,  and  that  Japan  might 
agree  to  open  negotiations  on  the.  basis  of  these  four  conditions,  provided 
that  Chiang  would  show  oertain  evidence  of  complying  to  the  spirit  of  the 
so-called  anti-comintern  by  severing  relations  with  the  Communist  Party-  or 
ousting  those  who  were  .in  intimate  relations  with  it, 

••  >  *  ,  • 

It  seems  in  the  last  interpellation  there  were  words  to  the  effeot  that  . 
Japan  tried  to  compromise  with  Chiang  Xai-shek,  There  is  absolutely  no  truth 
in  it.  He  took  the  attitude  that  we  wo.uld  acoept  a  direct  negotiation  if.- 
Chiang  Kai-shok  would  acoept  the  terms  demanded  by  Japan  and  would  ask  for 
peaoe.  However,-  they  gave  various  nonoommital  answers  to  the  terms  that 
Japan  had  presented  and  no  sincerity  was  porceived  on  their  part  to  the  last. 

As  the  result  of  our  reaching  the  decision  that  we  can  no  longer  take 
the  attitude  of  trying  to  settle  the  situation  by  dealing  with  Chiang  Kai- 
shek,  we  came  to  issue  such  a  declaration.  Such  being  -the  oase,  Japan  has 
been  endeavouring  to  raako  the  Chinese  Nationalist  Government  make  reflections, 
if  possible,  while  chastising  their  mistaken  ideas  by  armed  force . . 
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